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Message from the Principal, Mrs. Kelly Maloney 

Dear CET Families, 

I hope that you all enjoyed your Thanksgiving and that you had the chance 
to spend time with family and friends.  Before we know it, the new year will 
be upon us.   

Before the Thanksgiving break, our second grade students performed 
“Around the World with CET: AFRICA” for the student body and their 
families.  This performance highlighted music and dance from five African 
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countries: Zimbabwe, Liberia, Tanzania, Guinea, and Madagascar. 
Students sang a song in Swahili, and either performed a percussion piece 
or an African dance. Our Spanish teacher, Mrs. Percoco lent a hand, 
actually two, and played the drums alongside Ms. Peters! During their 
music class, students researched one of the countries (each class 
assigned a country) using a student-friendly database, CultureGrams. 
Students learned about the geography, the food, the daily life and customs 
of the people, as well as “life as a child” in that country.  Students then 
took what they learned and created a visual display using the outline of the 
country as the background. If you follow us on Twitter #CETelementary, 
you can view their maps and parts of the performance. 

Each grade level musical performance this year will be “Around the World 
with CET” with each grade studying and presenting a different 
continent.  Ms. Peters’ goal is to foster an understanding and appreciation 
of the world’s countries and people. In addition to promoting cultural 
awareness and empathy, research and map skills are addressed.  Third 
grade is currently preparing for their show which will be in January. They 
are studying Asia. 

Speaking of Mrs. Percoco, our upcoming PTA Principal’s Coffee will be on 
the topic of Spanish at CET.  You will have the chance to meet Senora 
Percoco in person and learn about our FLES (Foreign Language in 
Elementary School) program. If you are unable to attend, we do plan on 
taping the presentation and putting it on our website. 

At the end of January, your child’s report card will be available on the 
eSchool Parent Portal. As I have mentioned on several occasions, if you 
have never accessed the portal, you will need your child’s student ID 
number. To obtain this number, email your contact information 
to parents@chufsd.org. I encourage you to register on the eSchool Parent 
Portal now if you have not already done so.  The eSchool Parent Portal 

mailto:parents@chufsd.org


contains your child’s score on the STAR assessments that were 
administered in September 2017. 

I want to congratulate Ms. Strattner and her fourth graders for organizing 
and hosting a Dance Party to raise money for Puerto Rico. They raised 
$2300!  Thank you to the PTA, faculty and staff that donated snacks, 
water, and their time. Thank you to Mr. Fuentes for making the Puerto 
Rican flag picture frame out of balloons!  Once again, you can see 
highlights of the Dance Party on #CETelementary! 

Hope to see your # on Twitter!  

Best, 

Kelly 
 

News from the Assistant Principal, Mrs. Kerri Bianchi 

In anticipation of the colder weather that is sure to head our way soon, I 
wanted to take this opportunity to review a few guidelines that we follow 
here at CET in order to have your children outside during the winter 
months as much as possible yet still maintain their health and 
safety.  Generally speaking, if the sun is shining and the wind is not too 
harsh, we will send our students outside if the temperature is above 28 
degrees.  We do take into consideration the wind chill factor and the real 
feel temperature when making decisions regarding outdoor recess.   We 
encourage students to stay outside for at least 10 minutes on cold days 
but we do allow them to come in to the Multipurpose Room if they are too 
cold to last the entire recess time outside.   We also know that the building 
remains quite warm in some classrooms all winter long and that some 
children like to wear shorts to school.  With that said we recommend that 
children who choose to wear shorts in the winter bring a pair of 
sweatpants to leave in their book bags to put on for outdoor recess.  We 
also recommend that children dress in layers so that they are comfortable 



throughout the building.  With the cold temperatures becoming more 
regular we will make announcements to remind students to zip up their 
coats and wear their hats and gloves while they are outside.  If your child 
loses a warm winter item please remind them to check the lost and found 
regularly.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation in dressing your 
children appropriately for the weather and labeling your child’s outerwear. 

 

Message from Robin Woolley, School Counselor 

Gift the “gift” of chores for the Holidays! 

I wanted to share with you one of my favorite quotes - the one my father 
sent to me when I had my first child.  It still has a special place on my 
refrigerator door even though the paper is aging.  I often quote Ms. 
Landers to my kids whenever they complain about emptying the 
dishwasher or cleaning up their dishes.  They roll their eyes at me, but 
then go do what they need to do.  Soon I plan to just point to the fridge - 
after all, they CAN read it for themselves!   

   



At a time when our children are focused on holiday presents and listing all 
the “things” they want us to give them,  it’s important that we also give 
them “gifts” that can’t be bought. Gifts like self-efficacy and 
independence.  Chores can help with this!   

Age-appropriate “chores” or tasks can help a child’s social and emotional 
development, as well as their mental health in many ways.  Children who 
do things for themselves feel a sense of accomplishment and confidence - 
feelings that naturally combat the anxiety and depression we see too 
often.  Being able to pack their own backpacks, zip their own coats, tie 
their own shoes and clean up after themselves are basics that all kids 
should be able to do on their own by the time they enter 
Kindergarten.  Why not add a few others and get the gift of “help around 
the house” for you?!?! 

Ready to get started?  Here is an article with more information and a list of 
age appropriate chores I found.  If your children start to complain, let them 
know you’re giving them a gift - and feel free to quote Ann Landers - it 
helps! 

The Benefits of Kids Doing Chores    

Age Appropriate Chores 

Warm wishes for a Happy Holiday Season, 

Robin Woolley   
 

Message from Christine Martins, School Nurse   

Lice Checks…  Again?!! 

Hello and Happy December! 
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I have had several phone calls this past week from parents asking if we 
are having a “lice outbreak” here at CET.  The answer is… no!!  We are 
not!  It just so happens that the students being treated are 3 sets of 
siblings (therefore, only 3 households).  All of the students are in different 
classes, which, after I send home my lice letters, and do class lice checks, 
makes it seem as if there’s an “outbreak”.  

If your child is in the first, second, or fourth grade, you should have 
received the letter stating that either a student in your child’s class or 
grade has been treated for head lice.  While it is not school policy to do 
class lice checks when a child in that class is being treated, I have had 
several parents in the past request that I do so as an extra precaution.  

Parents are notified if I find lice or nits (eggs) in their child’s hair.  (FYI- I 
really, really don’t like being the bearer of that news!)  If only nits are 
found, the child can finish out the school day.  If a louse is found, the child 
needs to be picked up early from school.  The child with lice or nits MUST 
be treated with a head lice treatment product and comb before returning to 
school the next day!  Household items and other family members will have 
to be treated as well. 

It is important to inspect your child’s hair for lice on a weekly basis 
throughout the year, not just the school year!  Make it a part of your 
family’s routine.  Remind your child to not share personal items such as 
hats, hair accessories, coats/jackets, headphones…  Lice do not fly or 
hop.  It would require very close, head-to-head contact (such as 
snuggling) for a lice to crawl from one person to another. 

Please remember, while we all cringe at the thought of lice, it is only a 
nuisance!  A tedious, onerous, dreaded nuisance, but a nuisance none-
the-less!  Lice does not reflect hygiene or cleanliness.  It does not reflect 
social standing.  Lice does not discriminate! 



Lastly, please don’t hesitate to call with any concerns.  And, if you’ve 
noticed your child scratching his or her head, and are not confident with 
your lice-checking skills, send them on over to me! 

Christine Martins 
School Nurse 

 

CET PTA 

2017 may be coming to an end, but the PTA is not slowing down! We 
expect you're all busy too getting ready for the holidays, but hope you'll 
keep the PTA in mind as part of your preparations.  

Your kids can cross off nearly everyone on their gift giving list by making 
hand made items filled with love and creativity at the  Winter Craft Night, 
happening on Friday, December 8 from 6-8pm - sign up here to volunteer 
at the event: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4baaab2da6f49-
winter.  While they craft, you can sneak over to the Spirit Wear display and 
pick up some gifts for the whole family - including newly designed kids 
hooded sweatshirts and adult T-shirts. 

If you find yourself needing to buy a few items elsewhere, you can still 
help the PTA. Shop at  Amazon Smile selecting CET PTA as your charity, 
order photos, calendars, holiday cards and more at  Shutterfly and  Tiny 
Prints, stock up on personalized labels at  Olivers Labels, get gift cards 
from our  Gift Card Fundraiser (also great for your own future use), and 
keep an eye out for the launch of grocery shopping opportunities that also 
benefit the PTA. For information and links on all these programs, visit the 
PTA website at www.cetpta.com. 

Prefer to keep your charitable giving simple or still want to do more? End 
of the calendar year is a great time to send a little extra our way, now 
made even easier with online donations at tinyurl.com/GiveCETPTA. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4baaab2da6f49-winter
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Even with all this activity, we're still looking ahead to 2018! Winter is a 
great time to snuggle up with our kids and some good books.  Parents as 
Reading Partners (PARP) events and activities are starting on January 
29. The PTA PARP Planning Team will be leading students on a Library 
Expedition as part of this literacy program - they could use some more 
assistance from book-loving adults. Please email cdhilbert@gmail.com. if 
you're interested. 

 

 

LOST AND FOUND 

Please check our “Lost and Found” for your belongings. They miss you 
and their home! All items will be donated on December 22. Please 
consider purchasing personalized labels at Olivers Labels, a PTA 
fundraiser. They are great for clothing, water bottles, and lunch boxes! 
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